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SECTION TWO 
Classroom Activities 
 
Because of its unified curriculum, one question frequently asked to EDC instructors is whether 
they have opportunities to be creative in lesson-planning and materials development. As the 
following papers show, the answers to this question is ‘yes.’ In fact, if teachers are not creative, 
they might not be able to successfully implement the curriculum. For instance, while the 
curriculum reflects the idea that student-centered activities are best, students may be highly 
introverted or may hold the belief that teacher-centered instruction is more effective. In these 
contexts, introducing an activity that is heavily student-centered without prior training or 
scaffolding, may prove counter-productive to students’ learning. Therefore, students, classroom 
dynamics, textbooks, and other factors that affect teaching and learning must be thoroughly 
considered for successful learning to occur. Teaching in a unified curriculum, therefore, is not a 
straightforward process but one which requires considerable flexibility and creativity. This 
chapter contains a collection of classroom activities that EDC instructors developed in their 
efforts to influence student behavior and meet the various needs of their students.  
1 Improving Students’ Interactions during Discussion 
Elisa R. Acosta 
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2 What Do You Know About ～? Repeating Information 
William Agor 
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3 Role-ing Further into the Learner-centered Classroom  
Jonathan Bolick 
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4 Active Listening in Group Discussions: Encouraging Equal Participation 
Paul Burgess 
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5 Techniques to Encourage Quieter Students in the Classroom 
Sally Glover 
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6 Name Circle and Memory Challenge: Setting the Stage for a Positive Class 
Environment 
Chris Hunter 
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7 Balancing Discussions and Improving Turn-taking 
Robert Kellas 
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8 You're Asking for It, Buddy! A Fluency Activity for Follow-up Questions 
Gina Mayo and Jonathan Tegnell 
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9 Teamwork Building Function Practice Activity 
Matthew Ryczek 
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10 Self-Reflection as a Means of Student-centered Feedback 
Luke Timms 
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11 The Follow-up Question Workshop: an Activity to Encourage Students to Ask 
More Follow-up Questions 
Keita Yagi 
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12 A Classroom Activity to Increase Fluency in Discussions 
Xia Xuqin 
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